Markham, ON, May 27, 2022 – CIQS is excited to announce Jamie McMillan of KickAss Careers as the CIQS Congress 2022
keynote speaker at 8:00am on Saturday, June 18.
KickAss Careers (named by a group of high school students) was founded by Jamie McMillan and Pat Williams in 2014 as
a school and community outreach program to promote skilled trades to young men and women. “There is a huge shortage
of skilled trades workers,” McMillan states on the KickAss Careers website www.kickasscareers.ca. “The shortage has
been caused by, in addition to the number of people retiring, the failure of many schools to promote the skilled trades to
students”
McMillan became an ironworker in 2002 and she has since worked on construction sites across the country. After founding
KickAss Careers, she divides her time between practicing her trade in the field and traveling throughout North America
providing keynote presentations and workshops to students, parents, educators, and employers.
For her work promoting the skilled trades to today’s youth, she has won the Top 20 under 40 Award, the Ontario Youth
Apprenticeship Program Champion Award, the District School Board of Niagara Technology Education Partnership Award,
and the Hamilton YWCA Women of Distinction Award.
She is the co‐founder of the Workplace Equality Awareness Ribbon (WE Ribbon) Campaign, a member of the YWCA
Equitable Pathways Advisory Committee, co‐author of a colouring book series titled “All the kids on Builder Street”, and
she was co‐chair of the National Skilled Trades Advisory Committee for the Canadian Federal Government, an initiative to
design a campaign promoting skilled trades as a career choice for youth.
McMillan will be attending the CIQS pre‐dinner networking reception in the Provinces Ballroom Foyer on Friday, June 17
from 5:00 – 6:00pm and she is looking forward to speaking with CIQS Congress delegates about the quantity surveying
profession and how the current labour shortages are affecting this area of the construction industry.
###
For further information or to schedule an interview, contact:
Alexandra Parliament, Director, Marketing & Communications, CIQS
647.505.5964 | marketing@ciqs.org
www.ciqs.org

About the Canadian Institute of Quantity Surveyors (CIQS)
CIQS was founded in 1959 and is the voice for Canada’s construction economists. It is a self‐regulatory, professional body and the
gatekeeper of the ethics and standards of construction and infrastructure economics in Canada. It currently represents over 2,000
national and industry professionals and works on their behalf to promote the profession to the construction industry, its allied
professions and government officials. The Institute has developed reciprocal agreements with a variety of industry organizations on
the domestic and international stage.
CIQS owns and managed two professional designations, Professional Quantity Surveyor (PQS) and Construction Estimator Certified
(CEC), which can only be used by qualified, certified members of the Institute.
Learn more at www.ciqs.org
Congress registrations are open to CIQS members and non‐members. Visit https://bit.ly/3LXbkb4 for Congress details.
About KickAss Careers
Mission – To engage, education and encourage students of all ages to consider the vast opportunities for sustainable careers in skills
trades and technology through apprenticeship, technical programs and the armed forces
Target – Not all students and educators have the funding or ability to attend educational events to learn about various pathways in
skilled trades and technology, leaving a large majority of students uneducated about viable career options in skilled labour and
technology sectors.
Reach – KickAss Careers is recognized across North America for providing accessibility to reach a larger demographic of students,
parents, educators, and employers. They provide engaging presentations and workshops to hundreds, sometimes thousands of
individuals weekly.
Learn more at www.kickasscareers.ca

